.misejj an manner of DICTIONARY JOHNSON ! as lie was then '" iionfo generally called 5 1 and during my first visit to Johnson London, which was for three months in 1760, Mr. Derrick the poet, who was Gentleman's friend nnd countryman, flattered me with hopes that he would introduce me to Johnson, an honour of which I was very ambitious. But he never found an opportunity; which made me doubt that he had promised to do what was not in his power; till Johnson some years afterwards told me, "Derrick, Sir, might very well have introduced you. I had a kindness for Derrick, and am sorry he is dead."
In the summer of 1761 Mr. Thomas Sheridan was at Edinburgh, and. delivered lectures upon the English Language and Publick Speaking to large and respectable audiences. I was often in his company, and heard him frequently expatiate upon Johnson's extraordinary knowledge, talents, and virtues, repeat his pointed sayings, describe hia particularities, and boast of his being his guest sometimes till two or three in the morning. At his house I hoped to have many opportunities of seeing the sage, as Mr. Sheridan obligingly assured me I should not be disappointed.
When I returned to London in the end of 1762, to my eurprise and regret I found ati irrcconcileablc
1 As great men of antiquity such as Sclplo AJeieniiui had an epithet added to their names, In conaoquoucci of some celebrated action, so my llluttrloue friend win often called DICTIONARY JOHNBON, from dint wonderful atchlevement of genius nnd labour, his " Dictionary of the English Language j " the merit of which I contemplate With more and more admiration.
